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Courses
Course ‘Introduction to Oceanography’ (RUG), 26 March – 5 April. Contact person prof. dr. H.J.W. de Baar. 

This annual course started already in 1931 at the Zoological Station in Den Helder, and from 1965 onwards it has been 

a joint course between NIOZ and the University of Groningen. In 2007 there were 21 students participating including 

3 foreign students. The first part was in Groningen in February and comprised introductory lectures and workshop 

style lectures (mostly presented by the students themselves), followed by a written examination. The practical part 

coordinated by dr. H. Zemmelink was held at Royal NIOZ from 26 March-5 April. About 20 NIOZ colleagues contrib-

uted to various parts of the course. Three teams of 5-6 students were doing fieldwork in a rotating scheme between 

(i) two day cruises with RV Navicula in the Wadden Sea, (ii) two day time series biology at the jetty, and (iii) two days 

time series chemistry at the jetty. Another, fourth, team of 4 students pursued two parallel projects on (iv) organic 

contaminants and (v) marine optics. The combined datasets of observations on interacting physics, chemistry and bio-

logical primary productivity were assembled, interpreted and finally reported by the students in a suite of powerpoint 

presentations.

Course ‘Marine Ecosystems’ (RUG), 11 -29 June. Contact person prof. dr. G.J. Herndl.

During the first week, lectures were given at the Groningen University (RUG) on the composition and regulation of 

pelagic and benthic food webs in the different ecological provinces of the world’s oceans in general and the North 

Sea in particular. The second and the third week were devoted to practical work performed at NIOZ in the BIO and 

MEE departments. The 24 students were distributed over 9 different topics. Some of the topics were more lab-ori-

ented, others involved more extensive field work. The program comprised research on the metabolism of selected 

benthic organisms such as on the cold water coral, Lophelia pertuso and on pelagic communities. Sampling was per-

formed in the North and Wadden Sea with the R/V Navicula. Underlying research questions, the methods used and 

the results obtained were discussed during powerpoint presentations by each group at the end of the course and 

reported in paper-like manuscripts. 

NCK summer school 2007, 25 June-6 July. Contact person prof. dr. H. Ridderinkhof

The Netherlands Centre for Coastal Research (NCK) in which different universities and institutes participate, organ-

ized a summer school on coastal (morpho) dynamics at NIOZ. The summer school was coordinated by dr. H. 

Winterwerp. PhD students and some scientists from institutes participated. The summer school consisted of lectures 

and practical training. Lectures were given by professors and senior scientists from the associated partners of NCK. 

Practical training was done by executing a short field program and analyzing the data by groups of participants. In 

the evening general lectures on oceanographic research were given. The summer school was finished with a presenta-

tion of the different groups on the results of their data analysis.  
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